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RIVER KIOSKS – CONTENT POSSIBILITIES

Front Side of Kiosks - (all same)
· Site Title Poster at top, wide but not high; given individual subtitle if desired and identified as kiosk number x of y. Subtitle identifying the kiosk as part of the 2009-2010 River Recreation Eagle Scout Project    \

· River Map (large) highlighting location of each individual kiosk; possibly giving distances between adjacent kiosks and the town(s) they are in

· Credits or Contributors Poster (small) recognizing Peter’s Father, Scouts of T81, NEGEF, MST, IRWA and Peter.  Possibly accompanied by different photos of Scouts at each kiosk who worked on the project; or while working on the project 
· “The Frequent River Traveler Club” (small) – A poster promoting a blog at the IRWA website for river travelers to record their observations and suggestions.

· Environmental Stewardship (small) – An upbeat message inviting visitors to become involved themselves through MST or IRWA.  Also asking them to e-mail MST or IRWA if kiosk maintenance or repair is needed. With MST and IRWA contact information.
Rear Side of Kiosks – (all different)
The mission of the rear sides would be 1) education about the river, river ecology and environment and 2) an invitation for the visitor to become involved in it’s care and protection.  Each would have it own primary educational theme.   Below are some possibilities:

1. Birds of the Ipswich Watershed – Photos of 8-10 kinds of birds to look for, what seasons to see them, and a short paragraph for each about their migration and nesting patterns.  Resource: Jim Berry
2. Fish of the Ipswich River – Photos of the more prominent kinds to be found in the river section covered by the kiosks and short paragraphs about the conditions each need to thrive.  Possibly also historical perspective on their abundance. Resource: Jim MacDougall
3. Topsfield’s Silver Maple Swamp – Why this unique swamp is there and the story of Silver Maples.  Resource: Pike Messenger
4. The Story of the Great Wenham Swamp – Why it is there (dams and geology); enlarged map of just the swamp, the functions of swamps and wetlands in the environment and some photos of locations or wildlife in the swamp. Resources: Jim Berry and Pike messenger 
5. Wetland Plants to Look For – A series of photos from late spring and summer showing various wetland grasses and plants that thrive in shallow water or very wet conditions, taken in late spring and summer with short explanations about their role in wetland ecology.  Resource: Pike Messenger
6. Where the Ipswich River Water is Used – The present story of water diversions, withdrawals and a history of over-allocation.  Photos of well sites, diversion canals, dams and pumping stations along the river.  Resource: Kerry Mackin 
7. How Rivers Develop - Since the retreat of the Wisconsin Glacier 8-10 thousand yeas ago.  Surface features of the land (but not the bedrock) in this area are largely related to this glacier and the melt-water paths which evolved into today's rivers (after additional changes from the climate and river flow itself during the last 8000 years of so).  One of those changes is the sand deposition that occurs over long periods at the inside of turns where water velocity is slower and small particles carried in the water tend to settle out.  These gradually fill in; while the outside of turns tend to erode due to the higher velocity of the water. The sand didn't all begin from the Wisconsin glacier's grinding action on the bedrock, some (possibly much) dates to earlier glaciers and their melt waters grinding small rock particles.  But the sand deposit at Thunder Bridge suggests that at one time that area was at the inner edge of a turn in the river's path and that the bed of the river was higher than it is now.  Resource: Introductory College Geology Texts and Pike Messenger 
A small additional poster for the rear sides of the kiosks to promote interest and involvement might be:  Preview – What to see at the next kiosk
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